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San Diego – The James Irvine Foundation has awarded the Institute for Evidence‐Based Change
(IEBC) a $1.4 million, one‐year grant to continue data support for the Linked Learning District
Initiative and to expand the work across California. IEBC data support includes systems,
products, and services to improve data use among Linked Learning districts.
According to Brad Phillips, PhD, President/CEO, IEBC, “There is a real hunger in the education
community for collecting, reporting and using student academic progress and outcome data
better. We appreciate the support of the Irvine Foundation in selecting us to help educators
grapple with, and understand, what data and other evidence can tell them about the impact of
Linked Learning on student progress and outcomes.“
Linked Learning is a career pathways initiative that integrates rigorous academics with career‐
based learning and real‐world workplace experiences and student support services. Its goal is to
tap into young people’s motivation to understand that education matters. The Linked Learning
approach transforms education into a personally relevant, wholly engaging experience ‐ and
opens students to career and college opportunities they never imagined. IEBC’s work ensures
Linked Learning districts are using student academic progress and outcome data to drive
program improvement and accurately report their work. IEBC also supports Linked Learning
research endeavors by providing student data to research organizations exploring the impact of
Linked Learning under agreement with the districts.
IEBC has been funded since 2011 by the Irvine Foundation for multiple major projects to
support its Linked Learning initiative, including development of nine curriculum guides that
aligned and integrated high school and college English and math curricula with career and

technical education coursework that can be taught at the high school and college levels. The
guides (SLATE) are available on the IEBC website.
###
THE INSTITUTE FOR EVIDENCEBASED CHANGE (IEBC)
IEBC is a nationally‐recognized nonprofit organization dedicated to improving academic
success for all students. We do this by using data and collaboration to engage stakeholders
in crafting evidence‐based solutions for change. We have earned an outstanding reputation
for our leadership and innovative approaches to working with educators and education
stakeholders to access, organize, and use the data already at their disposal, as well as data
from other systems and institutions. For additional information, please visit
www.iebcnow.org.
THE JAMES IRVINE FOUNDATION
The James Irvine Foundation is a private, nonprofit grantmaking foundation, with offices in
San Francisco and Los Angeles. The Foundation was established in 1937 by James Irvine, a
native Californian who devoted most of his life to business interests in San Francisco and
the development of his 110,000‐acre ranch in Southern California, which was among the
largest privately owned land holdings in the state. Since 1937, the Foundation has provided
over $1.3 billion in grants to more than 3,500 nonprofit organizations throughout
California. With about $1.7 billion in assets, the Foundation made grants of $67 million in
2012 for the people of California.

